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GUEST EDITORS’ PREFACE
This special issue of the Journal of Complexity contains four articles
corresponding to some of the talks delivered at the third conference on
Foundations of Computational Mathematics (FoCM) and, more precisely,
during the workshop on Complexity Theory, Real Machines, and
Homotopy. This workshop, one of the fourteen FoCM workshops, was
held at Oxford University from July 1921, 1999. Several additional papers
will be published in a future issue of the Journal of Complexity.
This special issue gives a good idea of the vitality and diversity of the
field. The common theme is the study of efficient algorithms for systems of
polynomial equations. The focus may be on the design and analysis of
efficient algorithms, on the study of their inherent limitations, on real or
complex solutions, or on numerical or symbolic algorithms.
We are indebted to all of the conference organizers and staff and also to
the workshop participants and speakers. They contributed to the succes of
this workshop. To all of them we express our gratitude.
The workshop can be consulted at
http:www.damtp.cam.ac.ukusernaFoCM
All papers contained in this special issue went through the usual review-
ing process.
Jean-Pierre Dedieu and Pascal Koiran
Guest Editors
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